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Background:
= Directly-acting antiviral agents (DAA) against the hepatitis C virus (HCV) have been available in

Germany since February 2014,

« Men who have sex with men (MSM) have been identified as one subgroup with continuous HCV

transmission and as a target for HCV micro-elimination efforts.

Objectives of current analysis:
» To assess the incidence of recently acquired HCV infection among MSM in Germany

» To assess HCV treatment uptake since 2014
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» The German NoCo cohort consists of patients from six German HIV and
hepatitis treatment sites providing care for more than 8,000 HIV-positive MSM
and serving as primary care providers for HIV-negative MSM and HIV pre-
exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) sites

= Virological data, HCV treatment data, risk factors, and behavior as well as liver

disease status are assessed on a 3-6 months basis

» Patients who were diagnosed with recently acquired HCV infection (<12

months) or reinfection since 2014 were enrolled.
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+ Mo DAA freatment failures yvet

documented

« Median time to initiation of HCY
treatment: 6.6 months (IOR 3.9-8.7)

+ In 36 pafients [18%), HCV treatment
was not inifiated.

Reason for no HCV treatment, n (%)

+ Patient's decizion 13 (36)

* Health insurance 12 (33)

= Postponed, but planned 9 (25)

[i4A, ciract-acimg antiviceal ageres, ST0 peccpatby-irmanamithed desass



* |In this preliminary analysis from the German NoCo cohort, HCV incidence
remained stable until 2019 despite a broad and successful use of DAAs

« Adrop in incidence in 2020 may be related to testing patterns, changes in
care, or changes in behavior due to the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic

« Delays to HCV treatment initiation and health insurance constraints may be
one major contributing factor to ongoing HCV transmission in MSM in
Germany
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